FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1978 
PART Vil 





g 


DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR 


Fish and Wildlife 
Service 


i 


MIGRATORY BIRD 
HUNTING 
Final Frameworks for Late 


Season Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations 








39286 


[4310-55] 
Title 50—Wildlife and Fisheries 


CHAPTER I—UNITED STATES FISH 
AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, DEPART- 
MENT OF THE INTERIOR 


SUBCHAPTER B—TAKING, POSSESSION, 
TRANSPORTATION, SALE, PURCHASE, 
BARTER, EXPORTATION, AND IMPORTATION 
OF WILDLIFE 


PART 20—MIGRATORY BIRD 
HUNTING 


Final Frameworks for Late Season 
Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations 


AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 


ACTION: Final rule. 


SUMMARY: This rule prescribes final 
frameworks, that is, the outer limits 
for dates and times when shooting 
may begin and end, and the number of 
birds which may be taken and pos- 
sessed for late season migratory bird 
hunting regulations for the 1978-79 
season. These seasons commence on or 
after September 30, 1978, and include 
most of those for waterfowl. The Serv- 
ice annually prescribes hunting regu- 
lations frameworks to the States. The 
effects of this final rule are to facili- 
tate the selection of hunting seasons 
by the States and to establish late 
season migratory bird hunting regula- 
tions for the 1978-79 season. 


EFFECTIVE DATE: September 1, 
1978. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 


John P. Rogers, Chief, Office of Mi- 
gratory Bird Management, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of 
the Interior, Washington, D.C. 
20240, telephone 202-254-3207. 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 
July 3, 1918 (40 Stat. 755; 16 U.S.C. 703 
et seq.), as amended, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior, 
having due regard for the zones of 
temperature and for the distribution, 
abundance, economic value, breeding 
habits, and times and lines of flight of 
migratory game girds to determine 
when, to what extent, and by what 
means such birds or any part, nest, or 
egg thereof may be taken, hunted, 
captured, killed, possessed, sold, pur- 
chased, shipped, carried, exported, or 
transported. 

The annual process for developing 
migratory .game bird hunting regula- 
tions is divided into those for “early” 
seasons and those for “late’”’ seasons. 
Early seasons include those which 
open before September 30 while late 
seasons open on or after September 
30. Regulations are developed indepen- 
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dently for early and late seasons. The 


early season regulations cover mourn- 


ing doves, white-winged doves, band- 
tailed pigeons, rails, gallinules, wood- 
cock, common snipe, sea ducks in the 


- Atlantic flyway, teal in September in 


the Central and Mississippi flyways, 
sandhill cranes in North Dakota and 
South Dakota, doves in the Virgin Is- 
lands and Hawaii, all migratory game 
birds in Puerto Rico and Alaska, and 
some special falconry seasons. Late 
seasons include the general waterfowl 
seasons; special seasons for scaup and 
goldeneyes; extra scaup and blue- 
winged teal in regular seasons; most 
sandhill crane seasons in the Central 
flyway; coots, gallinules, and snipe in 
the Pacific flyway; and other special 
falconry seasons. 

Certain general procedures are fol- 
lowed in developing regulations for 
both the early and the late seasons. 
Initial regulatory proposals are first 
announced in a FEDERAL REGISTER doc- 
ument in mid-February, and opened to 
public comment. As additional inform- 
tion becomes available, and comments 
are received and considered to the ini- 
tial proposals, one or more supplemen- 
tal proposed rules are announced in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. At the termina- 
tion of the comment periods and fol- 
lowing a public hearing, the Service 
develops and publishes the proposed 
frameworks for times of seasons, 
season lengths, shooting hours, daily 
bag and possession limits, and other 
regulatory restraints or options. Fol- 
lowing another public comment period 
and after consideration of additional 
comments, the Service publishes in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER the final frame- 
works. Using these frameworks, State 
conservation agencies select hunting 
season dates and offered options. 
States may select more restrictive sea- 
sons and options than those offered in 
the Service’s frameworks. The final 
regulations, reflected in amendments 
to Subpart K of 50 CFR 20 then 
appear in the FEDERAL REGISTER, and 
become effective upon publication. 

This year the process was imple- 
mented as follows: On February 14, 
1978, the Service published for public 
comment in the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 
FR 6275) proposals to amend 50 CFR 
20, with a comment period ending May 
16, 1978. That document dealt with 
the establishment of seasons, limits 
and shooting hours for migratory 
birds under §§ 20.101 through 20.107 of 
Subpart K. On May 25, 1978, the Serv- 
ice published for public comment in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 FR 22421) a 
second document in the series consist- 
ing of a supplemental proposed rule- 
making dealing specifically with a 
number of additional or modified pro- 
posals and clarification or correction 
of minor portions of the earlier docu- 
ment. On June 28, 1978, the Service 


also published for public comment in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 FR 28012) - 
the third document in the series con- 
sisting of a supplemental proposed ru- 
lemaking dealing specifically with pro- 
posed frameworks for early season mi- 
gratory bird hunting regulations from 
which, when finalized, States could 
select season dates and daily bag and 
possession limits for the 1978-1979 
season. On June 30, 1978, the Service 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 
FR 28499) the fourth document in the 
series consisting of final. rulemaking 
dealing specifically with final frame- 
works from which wildlife conserva- 
tion agency officials in Alaska, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands could 
select season dates for hunting certain 
migratory birds in Alaska, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands during 
the 1978-79 season..On July 24, 1978, 
the Service published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER (43 FR 32098) the fifth docu- 
ment in the series consisting of final 
rulemaking dealing specifically with 
final frameworks for early season mi- 
gratory bird hunting regulations in all 
States during the 1978-79 seasons 
from which States selected early 
season dates and daily bag and posses- 
sion limits for the 1978-79 season. On 
August 11, 1978, the Service published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 FR 35900) 
the sixth document in the series con- 
sisting of final rulemaking amending 
Subpart K of 50 CFR 20 to set open 
hunting seasons, certain closed areas, 
shooting hours and bag and possession 
limits for mourning doves, white- 
winged doves, band-tailed - pigeons, 
rails, woodcock, snipe, and gallinules; 
September teal seasons; sea ducks in 
certain defined areas of the Atlantic 
flyway; sandhill cranes in designated 
portions of North Dakota and South 
Dakota; and migratory game birds in 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the 
Virgin Islands. Also, on August 11, 
1978, the Service published for public 
comment in the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 
FR 35890) the seventh document in 
the series consisting of supplemental 
proposed rulemaking dealing specifi- 
cally with proposed regulations frame- 
works for late season migratory bird 
hunting regulations from which, when 
finalized, States could select season 
dates and daily bag and possession 
limits on certain migratory birds for 
the 1978-79 season. This final rule- 
making document is the eighth in the 
series of proposed, supplemental, and 
final rulemaking documents for migra- 
tory game bird hunting regulations 
and deals specifically with final regu- 
lations frameworks for 1978-79 late 
hunting seasons on certain migratory 
game birds. 

On June 21, 1978, a public hearing 
was held in Washington, D.C., as an- 
nounced in the FEDERAL REGISTER on 
February 14, 1978 (43 FR 6275) and 
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May 25, 1978 (43 FR 22421) to review 
the status of mourning doves, wood- 
cock, band-tailed pigeons, white- 
winged doves, rails, gallinules, sandhill 
cranes in North Dakota and South 
Dakota, and common snipe. Proposed 
hunting regulations for these species 
were discussed plus those governing 
migratory game birds in Alaska, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands; 
mourning doves in Hawaii; September 
teal seasons in the Mississippi and 
Central flyways; and special sea duck 
seasons in the Atlantic flyway. State- 
ments or comments were invited. On 
August 2, 1978, a public hearing was 
held in Washington, D.C., as an- 
nounced in the FEDERAL REGISTER on 
February 14, 1978 (43 FR 6275) and 
May 25, 1978 (43 FR 22421) to review 
information on population status and 
proposed hunting regulations for wa- 
terfowl, coots, and gallinules; sandhill 
cranes in Colorado, New Mexico, Okla- 
homa, Texas, Montana, and Wyoming; 
common snipe in the Pacific flyway; 
and _ special falconry regulations. 
Statements or comments were invited. 


REVIEW OF PuBLIc COMMENTS AND THE 
SERVICE’S RESPONSE 


The public was given several oppor- 
tunities to comment on regulations 
being proposed for late seasons during 
1978-79. Public comments relating to 
the initial proposed regulations for 
late hunting seasons, supplemental 
proposed frameworks, and statements 
made at the public hearings on June 
21 and August 2, 1978, were summa- 
rized and responded to in various 
issues of the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 FR 
6275, 43 FR 22421, 43 FR 28012, 43 FR 
28499, and 43 FR 32098). Ten public 
comments, all on late hunting season 
proposals, were received since the 
latter publication. These originated 
from seven States (two comments were 
received from one State), one national 
conservation organization, and one in- 
dividual. 

The issue drawing the most com- 
ment was the Service’s proposal to 
allow Mississippi flyway States en- 
gaged in experimental evaluations of 
zoning waterfowl seasons to split hunt- 
ing seasons in each zone. Although 
one State favored the proposal, six 
State conservation agencies and the 
Defenders of Wildlife expressed strong 
opposition, citing the following points 
supporting their positions: 

1. Memoranda of Agreement be- 
tween the Service and each State par- 
ticipating in the zoning experiment 
specify that hunting regulations will 
not- be changed during the 3-year ex- 
perimental period (unless the experi- 
ment is terminated), and that hunting 
seasons must be continuous in both 
zones. 

2. The Mississippi Flyway Council 
did not endorse an option to allow all 
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States participating in the zoning ex- 
periments to split their hunting sea- 
sons within zones as proposed by the 
Service. Five Mississippi flyway States 
initiated zoning experiments during 
the 1977-78 season and a sixth State 
indicates it will participate this season. 

3. The proposal would interject a 
second variable into the zoning experi- 
ment, making it more difficult to 
evaluate the results to determine 
whether either variable acting inde- 
pendently or working together caused 
any significant changes which may 
occur in harvests. Also, if this change 
were made, data from the 1978-79 
hunting season would not be compara- 
ble to data already collected during 
the 1977-78 season. 

4: The combination of zoning and 
split seasons might undesirably in- 
crease harvests in the participating 
States, contrary to the stated objec- 
tives of the experiment. 

Service response: In proposing the 
option for split seasons within zones 
for all Mississippi flyway States par- 
ticipating in the zoning study, the 
Service acted in the belief that this 
change was favored by the council and 
the participating States. The com- 
ments now on record demonstrate that 
this is not the case. In the light of 
these comments, the Service has de- 
termined that it is not appropriate 
now to permit split seasons within 
zones in the zoning study in the Mis- 
sissippi flyway. Accordingly, seasons 
within zones may not be split but must 
run continuously as spelled out in the 
original agreement for the zoning 
study in the Mississippi flyway and as 
reflected in the respective Memoran- 
dum of Agreement with the various 
participating States. 

A few additional comments were re- 
ceived on other proposals. One Missis- 
sippi flyway State requested that the 
permissible season opening date be 
changed from October 1 to September 
30, so that the season could open on a 
Saturday as in an adjoining Central 
flyway State. Framework opening and 
closing dates apply uniformly 
throughout each flyway and the pres- 
ent dates for the Mississippi flyway 
have been accepted as standard for a 
number of years, with council approv- 
al. The Service is of the view that a 
change of the type proposed should be 
reviewed and discussed with the Coun- 
cil before taking any action. 

One individual observed that the 
possession limit for canvasbacks and 
redheads, where it is permissible to 
hunt these species, is more restricted 
under conventional hunting regula- 
tions than under the point system reg- 
ulations. He suggested that possession 
limits for these species be increased 
under conventional regulations. The 
Service notes that under the point 
system, attaining the possession limit 


39287 


of canvasbacks and/or redheads ordi- 
narily restricts the possession of other 
species of ducks to a greater degree 
than is the case with conventional reg- 
ulations. These two types of regula- 
tions operate in different ways and 
cannot be made exactly comparable in 
all details. The Service is of the view 
that making the requested change 
would result in an increased harvest of 
canvasbacks and redheads which is not 
desirable at the present time. 
Wisconsin noted that the Canada 
goose daily bag limit for that State 
was incorrectly shown as 1, and recom- 
mended that in the Horicon Zone the 
possession limit after the first hunting 
period there be two Canada geese. The 
Service has made these corrections 
which are in line with the cooperative 
management program for Canada 
geese in Wisconsin. The harvest of 
Canada geese in Wisconsin is con- 
trolled by quotas and a tagging 
system, thus these changes should 
have no impact on the overall harvest. 


STEEL SHOT REGULATIONS si 


Nontoxic shot requirements in some 
areas apply to waterfowl regulations 
frameworks being finalized here. On 
February 28, 1978, the Service pub- 
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 FR 
8144) final regulations regarding zones 
in all flyways in which shotshells 
loaded with steel shot will be required 
for waterfowl hunting in seasons com- 
mencing in 1978. The intended effect 
of establishing these steel shot regula- 
tions is to reduce the number of water- 
fowl deaths caused by ingesting spent 
lead pellets. On June 30, 1978, the 
Service published in the FEDERAL REc- 
ISTER (43 FR 28501) an amendment 
modifying descriptions of some of the 
zones published on February 28 in 
order to reduce the size of zones in 
New York and Texas, and permit 
shooting tests to be conducted within 
zones in Illinois and California. On 
June 29, 1978, the Service published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER (43 FR 28205) a 
final rule extending the 1977 ruling 
(42 FR 39106; August 2, 1977) allowing 
possession of shells loaded with toxic 
shot in gages other than 12 gage while 
hunting waterfowl in nontoxic shot 
zones during the 1978-79 season. The 
extension was allowed because sup- 
plies of shells in gages other than 12 
gage will not be available in 1978. The 
regulations appear under 50 CFR, 
§§ 20.21 and 20.108, and will also be 
summarized in the Service’s regula- 
tions leaflets to be published late this 
summer. 


NEPA CONSIDERATION 


The “Final Environmental State- 
ment for the Issuance of Annual Reg- 
ulations Permitting the Sport Hunting 
of Migratory Birds (FES 75-54)” was 
filed with the Council on Environmen- 
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tal Quality on June 6, 1975, and notice 
of availability was published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER on June 13, 1975 (40 
FR 25241). An environmental assess- 
ment on shooting hours (42 FR 40211; 
August 9, 1977) enlarged upon the dis- 
cussion on shooting hours in FES 75- 
54. Several other environmental as- 
sessments or statements addressed 
species or regulatory subjects peculiar 
to late season regulations and imple- 
mentation of the nontoxic shot pro- 
gram. Copies of these documents are 
available from the Service. 


ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 
CONSIDERATION 


Section 7 of this act provides that, 
“The Secretary shall review other pro- 
grams administered by him and utilize 
such programs in furtherance of the 
purposes of this act,” and “by taking 
such action necessary to insure that 
actions authorized, funded, or carried 
out * * * do not jeopardize the contin- 
ued existence of such endangered or 
threatened species or result in the de- 
struction or modification of habitat of 
such species * * * which is determined 
to be critical.”” Consequently, the Serv- 
ice reviewed all migratory bird regula- 
tions being contemplated for early sea- 
sons in the United States this year and 
concluded in a biological opinion that 
none of the proposals, if implemented, 
would result in jeopardizing the con- 
tinued existence of any species desig- 
nated as endangered or threatened 
under the act, or adversely modify 
their critical habitat or habitats that 
may be determined as critical in the 
future. Likewise, the biological opinion 
concluded that the proposed regula- 
tions were not contrary to, and did not 
undermine the Service’s obligation to 
conserve endangered or threatened 
species. The consideration of section 7 
was described in more detail in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER dated August 11, 
1978, on page 35892. 

On July 25, 1978, the Service pub- 
lished a final rule in the FepreraL REc- 
ISTER (43 FR 32257) which removes 
the Mexican duck (Anas diazi) from 
the endangered species list. Authority 
for its management will continue 
under, and be guided by the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918. The final rule 
took effect on August 24, 1978. The ru- 
lemaking document described in detail 
the evidence and rationale for the de- 
cision to take this action. Important 
conclusions resulting from the Ser- 
vice’s review of the Mexican duck in- 
clude: 

1. Apparently genotypically pure 
populations of diazi are found only in 
the central highlands of Mexico, 

2. There is only a very remote possi- 
bility that any genotypically pure 
Mexican ducks are present in the 
United States, and 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


3. The population of Mexican-like 
ducks in the United States is not 
threatened; in fact, it appears to be ex- 
panding its range. 

A management plan will be devel- 
oped for Mexican-like ducks in the 
United States. In the interim, Mexi- 
can-like ducks will be accorded the 
same level of protection during the 
1978-79 hunting season as is given 
female mallards in the high plains 
portion of the central flyway. In desig- 
nated portions of the Pacific flyway, 
restrictions this year will limit the 
taking of both female mallards and 
the similar appearing Mexican-like 
ducks to no more than two in the ag- 
gregate. 

The proposed late season regulatory 
frameworks were likewise subjected to 
careful study to insure.that they com- 
plied with section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act. Special attention was 
given the Aleutian Canada goose 
(Branta canadensis  leucopareia), 
Everglade kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis 
plumbeus), whooping crane (Grus 
americanus), bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus), and peregrine falcon 
(Falco peregrinus). A biologicial opin- 
ion reviewed and evaluated the popu- 
lation and habitat status and trends of 
these endangered species; factors af- 
fecting their status and welfare; man- 
agement programs underway or 
planned to enhance the status of the 
species; and the impacts, if any, of the 
proposed late season hunting regula- 
tions. In a biological opinion dated 
August 24, 1978, Acting Director Keith 


-M. Schreiner concluded, “that the late 


season of the 1978-79 regulations 
frameworks is not likely to jeopardize 
the continued existence of the species 
addressed herein. I further conclude 
that the Service has.taken all reason- 
able measures to insure that these reg- 
ulations are compatible with other 
conservation programs being carried 
out for each of these species.” The 
Service wishes to reiterate that delays 
or closures of migratory bird hunting 
seasons will be considered, and in- 
voked when justified, for the protec- 
tion of endangered species. 

The Service’s biological opinions and 
threshold examination reports result- 
ing from consultation under section 7 
are available for public inspection in 
the Office of Endangered Species, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Room 1100, 
1612 K Street NW., Washington, D.C. 
20240, or the Office of Migratory Bird 
Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Room 525, Matomic Building, 
1717 H Street NW., Washington, D.C. 
20240. Copies may also be supplied by 
mail upon request. 


AUTHORSHIP 


The primary author of this final 
rule is Henry M. Reeves, Office of Mi- 
gratory Bird Management, working 


under the direction of John P. Rogers, 
Chief. 


REGULATIONS PROMULGATION 


The rulemaking process for migra- 
tory game bird hunting, must, by its 
nature, operate under severe time con- 
straints. However, the Service is of the 
view that every attempt should be 
made to give the public the greatest 
possible opportunity to comment on 
the regulations. Thus, when the pro- 
posed rulemakings were published on 
February 14, May 25, June 28, and 
August 11, the Service established 
what it believed were the longest peri- 
ods’ possible for public comment. In 
doing this, the Service recognized that 
at the periods; close, time would be of 
the essence. That is, if there were a 
delay in the effective date of these 
regulations after this final rulemak- 
ing, the Service is of the opinion that 
the States would have insufficient 
time to select their season dates, and 
bag limits; to communicate those se- 
lections to the Service; and finally to 
establish and publicize the necessary 
regulations and procedures to imple- 
ment their decisions. The Service 
therefore finds that “good cause” 
exists, within the terms of 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3) and these frameworks will, 
therefore, take effect immediately 
upon publication. 

Accordingly, the Service prescribes 
the final frameworks setting forth the 
species to be hunted, daily bag and 
possession limits, season dates, shoot- 
ing hours, and special closures from 
which State conservation agency offi- 
cials may select open season dates. 
Upon receipt of season selections from 
State officials, the Service will publish 
in the FEepERAL REGISTER final rule- 
making amending certain sections of 
subpart K of 50 CFR part 20 to reflect 
seasons, limits, and shooting hours for 
the contiguous United States for the 
1978-79 season. 


FINAL REGULATIONS FRAMEWORKS FOR 
1978-79 LATE HUNTING SEASONS ON 
CERTAIN MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS 


Pursuant to the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act, the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior has approved final frameworks for 
season lengths, shooting hours, bag 
and possession limits, and outside 
dates within which States may select 
seasons for hunting waterfowl, coots, 
and gallinules; cranes in parts of New 
Mexico, Texas, Colorado, Oklahoma, 
Montana, and Wyoming; common 
snipe in the Pacific flyway; and ex- 
tended falconry seasons. States may 
be more restrictive in selecting season 
regulations, but may not exceed the 
framework provisions. For the guid- 
ance of State conservation agencies, 
these frameworks are summarized 
below. 
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GENERAL 


States may split their seasons for . 


ducks or geese into two segments of 
equal or unequal lengths. Exceptions 
are noted in appropriate sections. 

Shooting hours in all States, on all 
species, and for all seasons are one- 
half hour before sunrise until sunset, 
except that September teal season 
shooting hours are sunrise until 
sunset. 

States in the Atlantic, Mississippi, 
and central flyways selecting neither a 
September teal season nor the point 
system may select an extra daily bag 
and possession limit of two and four 
blue-winged teal, respectively for 9 
consecutive days designated during 
the regular duck season. These extra 
limits are in addition to the regular 
duck bag and possession limits. 

States in the Atlantic, Mississippi, 
and central flyways may select a spe- 
cial scaup-only hunting season not to 
exceed 16 consectuve days, with daily 
bag and possession limits of 5 and 10 
scaup, respectively, subject to the fol- 
lowing conditions: 


1. The season must fall between October 
1, 1978, and January 31, 1979, all dates in- 
clusive. 

2. The season must fall outside the open 
season for any other ducks except sea 
ducks. 

3. The season must be limited to areas mu- 
tually agreed upon between the State and 
the Service prior to September 1, 1978. 

4. These areas must be described and de- 
lineated in State hunting regulations. 


OR 


As an alternative, States in the At- 
lantic, Mississippi, ands central 
flyways, except those selecting a point 
system, may select an extra daily bag 
and possession limit of two and four 
scaup, respectively, during the regular 
duck hunting season, subject to condi- 
tions 3 and 4 listed above. These extra 
limits are in addition to the regular 
duck limits and apply during the 
entire regular duck season. 

Selection of the point system for any 
State entirely within a flyway must be 
on a statewide basis, except if New 
York selects the point system, conven- 
tional regulations may be retained for 
the Long Island area. New York may 
not select the point system within the 
upstate zoning option, and Maine and 
Connecticut may not select the point 
system pending completion of zoning 
studies currently underway. North 
Carolina may seiect either convention- 
al or point system regulations. 

States that did not select their rail, 
woodcock, snipe, gallinule, and sea 
duck seasons in July should do so at 
the time they make their waterfowl 
selections. 

Frameworks for open seasons and 
season lengths, bag and possession 
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limit option, and other special provi- 
sions are listed below by flyway. 


ATLANTIC FLYWAy 


Between October 1, 1978, and Janu- 
ary 20, 1979, States in this flyway may 
select open seasons on ducks, coots, 
and mergansers of: (a) 50 days, with 
basic daily bag and possession limits of 
4 and 8 ducks, respectively, of which 
no more than 2 in the daily bag and 4 
in possession may be black ducks; or 
(b) 50 days, with basic daily bag and 
possession limits of 5 and 10 ducks, re- 
spectively, of which no more than 1 in 
the daily bag and 2 in possession may 
be black ducks. 

Except in closed areas, the limit on 
canvasbacks and redheads is one can- 
vasback daily and one in possession or 
one redhead daily and one in posses- 
sion. Under the point system, canvas- 
backs count 100 points each and red- 
heads count 70 points each, except in 
closed areas. Areas closed to canvas- 
back and redhead hunting are: 

New York—Upper Niagara River be- 
tween the Peace Bridge at Buffalo, 
N.Y., and the Niagara Falls. All waters 
of Lake Cayuga. 

New Jersey—Those portions of Mon- 
mouth County and Ocean County 
lying east of the Garden State Park- 
way. 1 

Maryland, Virginia, and North Caro- 
lina—Those portions of each State 
lying east of U.S. Highway 1. 

Under conventional and point sytem 
options, the daily bag and possession 
limits may not include more than two 
and four wood ducks, respectively, 
except that Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida 
may split their regular hunting season 
in such a way that a hunting season 
not to exceed 9 consecutive days 
occurs between October 1 and October 
15. During this period under conven- 
tional regulations, no special restric- 
tions within the regular daily bag and 
possession limits established for the 
flyway in 1978 shall apply to wood 
ducks. Under the point system, the 
point value of wood ducks shall be 25. 
For other species of ducks, daily bag 
and possession limits shall be the same 
as established for the flyway under 
conventional or point system regula- 
tions. For those States using conven- 
tional regulations, the 9 consecutive 
days extra blue-winged teal option 
may be selected concurrent with the 
early wood duck season option. This 
exception to the daily bag and posses- 
sion limits and possession limits for 
wood ducks shall not apply to that 
portion of the duck hunting season 
that occurs after October 15. 

The daily bag limit on mergansers is 
five, only one of which may be a 
hooded merganser. The _ possession 
limit is 10, only 2 of which may be 
hooded mergansers. 
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The daily bag and possession limits 
of coots are 15 and 30, respectively. 

The Lake Champlain area of New 
York must follow the waterfowl sea- 
sons, daily bag and possession limits, 
and shooting hours selected by Ver- 
mont. This area includes that part of 
New York lying east and north of a 
boundary running south from the Ca- 
nadian border along U.S. Highway 9 to 
New York Route 22 south of Keese- 
ville, along New York Route 22 to 
South Bay, along and around the 
shoreline of South Bay to New York 
Route 22, along New York Route 22 to 
U.S. Highway 4 at Whitehall, and 
along U.S. Highway 4 to the Vermont 
border. 

In lieu of a special scaup season, Ver- 
mont may, for the Lake Champlain 
area, select a special scaup and golden- 
eye season not to exceed 16 consecu- 
tive days, with a daily bag limit of 
three scaup or three goldeneyes or 
three in the aggregate and a posses- 
sion limit of six scaup or six golden- 
eyes or six in the aggregate, subject to 
the same provisions that apply to the 
special scaup season elsewhere. 

New York may, for Long _ Island, 
select season dates and daily bag and 
possession limits which differ from 
those in the remainder of the State. 

Upstate New York (excluding the 
Lake Champlain area) may be divided 
into three zones (west, north, south) 
on an experimental basis for the pur- 
pose of setting separate duck, coot, 
and merganser seasons. Option (a) or 
(b) for seasons and bag limits is appli- 
cable to the zones in the upstate area 
within the flyway framework; only 
conventional regulations may be se- 
lected. Each zone will be permitted the 
full number of days offered under 
option (a) or (b). In addition, a split 
season without penalty may be select- 
ed in each zone. The basic daily bag 
limit on ducks in each zone and the re- 
strictions applicable to options (a) and 
(b) of the regular season for the 
flyway also apply. Teal and scaup 
bonus bird options shall be applicable 
to the upstate zones, but the 16-day 
special scaup season will not be al- 
lowed. ; , 

The zones are defined as follows: 

The west zone is that portion of up- 
state New York lying west of a line 
commencing at the north shore of the 
Salmon River and its junction with 
Lake Ontario and extending easterly 
along the north shore of the Salmon 
River to its intersection with Inter- 
state Highway 81, then southerly 
along Interstate Highway 81 to the 
Pennsylvania border. 

The north and south zones are bor- 
dered on the west by the boundary de- 
scribed above and are separated from 
each other as follows: 

Starting at the intersection of Inter- 
state Highway 81 and New York Route 
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49 and extending easterly along Route 
49 to its junction with Route 8 in 
Utica, then southerly along Route 8 to 
its intersection with U.S. Highway 20 
in Bridgewater, then easterly along 
U.S. Highway 20 to the Massachusetts 
border. : 

Maine, ‘Connecticut, and North 
Carolina each may be divided into two 
zones on an experimental basis for the 
purpose of setting separate duck, coot, 
and merganser seasons. Option (a) or 
(b) for seasons and bag limits is appli- 
cable to the zones within the flyway 
framework; only conventional regula- 
tions may be selected in Maine and 
Connecticut. Both zones will be per- 
mitted the full number of days offered 
under option (a) or (b). In addition, a 
split season without penalty may be 
selected. The basic daily bag limit on 
ducks in each zone and the restrictions 
applicable to options (a) and (b) of the 
regular season for the flyway also 
apply. Teal and scaup bonus bird op- 
tions, if offered, and the 16-day special 
scaup season shall be allowed. 

The zones are defined as follows: 


MAINE 


North zone—Game Management Zones 1, 
2, and 3. 

South zone—Game Management Zones 4 
through 8. 


CONNECTICUT 
North zone—That portion of the State 
north of Interstate 95. 


South zone—That portion of the State 
south of Interstate 95. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
East zone—That portion of the State east 
of U.S. Highway 1. 


West zone—That portion of the State west 
of U.S. Highway 1. 


As an alternative to conventional 
bag limits for ducks, a 50-day season 
with a point-system bag limit may be 
selected by States in the Atlantic 
flyway during the framework dates 
prescribed. Point values for species 
and sexes taken are as follows: In Flor- 
ida only, the fulvous tree duck counts 
100 points each; in all States the can- 
vasback counts 100 points each (except 
in closed areas); the female mallard, 
black duck, mottled duck, wood duck 
(except in Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida 
during the early wood duck season 
option), redhead (except in closed 
areas) and hooded merganser count 70 
points each; the blue-winged teal, 
green-winged teal, pintail, gadwall, 
wigeon, shoveler, scaup, sea ducks, and 
mergansers (except hooded) count 10 
points each; the male mallard, the 
wood duck during the early wood duck 
season option in Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Florida, and all other species of ducks 
count 25 points each. The daily bag 
limit is reached when the point value 
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of the last bird taken, added to the 
sum of the point values of the other 
birds already taken during that day, 
reaches or exceeds 100 points. The 
possession limit is the maximum 
number of birds which legally could 
have been taken in 2 days. 

In any State in the Atlantic flyway 
selecting both point-system regula- 
tions and a special sea duck season, sea 
ducks count 10 points each during the 
point-system season, but during any 
part of the regular sea duck season 
falling outside the  point-system 
season, regular sea duck daily bag and 
possession limits of 7 and 14, respec- 
tively, apply. 

Coots have a point value of zero, but 
the daily bag and possession limits are 
15 and 30, respectively, as under the 
conventional limits. 

Between October 1, 1978, and Janu- 
ary 20, 1979, Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylva- 
nia, West Virginia, New Jersey, Mary- 
land, and Virginia (excluding those 
portions of the cities of Virginia Beach 
and Chesapeake lying east of Inter- 
state 64 and U.S. Highway 17) may 
select 70-day seasons on Canada geese; 
the daily bag and possession limits are 
three and six geese, respectively. How- 
ever, in the area comprised of Dela- 
ware, the Delmarva Peninsula por- 
tions of Maryland and Virginia, and 
that portion of Pennsylvania lying 
east and south of a boundary begin- 
ning at Interstate Highway 83 at the 
Maryland border and extending north 
to Harrisburg, then east on U.S. High- 
way 22 to the New Jersey border, and 
that portion of New Jersey south of 
the Atlantic City Expressway from its 
juncture with Interstate 76 near 
Camden east to Atlantic City, the 
Canada goose season length will be 90 
days with the closing framework date 
extended to January 31, 1979. The 
daily bag limit within this area will be 
four birds with a possession limit of 
eight birds. North Carolina and those 
portions of the cities of Virginia Beach 
and Chesapeake lying east of Inter- 
state 64 and U.S. Highway 17 in Vir- 
ginia may select 50-day seasons on 
Canada geese within the October 1, 
1978, to January 20, 1979, framework; 
the daily bag and possession limits are 
two and four Canada geese, respective- 
ly. South Carolina may select a 50-day 
season on Canada geese within the Oc- 
tober 1, 1978, to January 20, 1979, 
framework; the daily bag and posses- 
sion limits are one and two Canada 
geese, respectively. 

The season is closed on Canada 
geese in Florida and Georgia. 

Between October 1, 1978, and Janu- 
ary 20, 1979, States in the Atlantic 
flyway may select 70-day seasons on 
snow geese (including blue geese); the 


daily bag and possession limits are two 
and four geese, respectively. 

The season is closed on Atlantic 
brant. 


MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY 


Between October 1, 1978, and Janu- 
ary 20, 1979, States in this flyway may 
select concurrent 50-day seasons on 
ducks, coots, and mergansers. The 
daily bag limit for ducks is five, and 
may include no more than two mal- 
lards or two black ducks, or one of 
each, and two wood ducks (except as 
noted below). The possession limit is 
10, including no more than 4 mallards 
or 4 black ducks, or 4 in the aggregate, 
and 4 wood ducks (except as noted 
below). 

Except in closed areas, the limit on 
canvasbacks and redheads is one can- 
vasback daily and one in possession or 
one redhead daily and one in posses- 
sion. Under the point system, canvas- 
backs count 100 points each and red- 
heads count 70 points each, except in 
closed areas.. Areas closed to canvas- 
back and redhead hunting are: 

Mississippi River—Entire river, both 
sides, from Alton Dam upstream to 
Prescott, Wis., at confluence of St. 
Croix River. 

Alabama—Baldwin and 
Counties. 

Louisiana—Caddo, St. Charles, and 
St. Mary Parishes; that portion of 
ward i formerly designated as ward 6 
of St. Martin Parish; and Catahoula 
Lake in La Salle and Rapides Parishes. 

Michigan—Arenac, Bay, Huron, 
Macomb, Monroe, St. Clair, Tuscola, 
and Wayne Counties, and those adja- 
cent waters of Saginaw Bay south of a 
line extending from Point au Gres in 
section 6, TI8N, R7E (Arenac County) 
to Sand Point in section 11, TI7N, R9E 
(Huron County), the St. Clair River, 
Lake St. Clair, the Detroit River, and 
Lake Erie, under jurisdiction of the 
State of Michigan. 

Minnesota—Douglas, Mahnomen, 
Polk, Pope, and Sibley Counties. 
Where the county line of any of the 
above counties crosses any portion of a 
lake, that entire lake is closed. In addi- 
tion, all land in section 13, T130N, 
R31W (i.e., land between Lake Christi- 
na and Pelican Lake) is closed. 

Ohio—Land and water areas com- 
prising Erie, Ottawa, and Sandusky 
Counties. 

Tennessee—Kentucky Lake 
north of Interstate Highway 40. 

Wisconsin—In the Mississippi River 
Zone, all that portion of Wisconsin: 
west of the Burlington-Northern Rail- 
road in Grant, Crawford, Vernon, La 
Crosse, Trempealeau, Buffalo, Pepin, 
and Pierce Counties. Also, the follow- 
ing lakes and waters, including a strip 
of land 100 yards wide adjacent to the 
shorelines thereof: Lake Poygan in 
Winnebago and Waushara Counties 


Mobile 


lying 
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and Lakes Winneconne and Butte des 
Morts, including the connecting 
waters thereof, in Winnebago County. 

The daily bag limit on mergansers is 
five, only one of which may be a 
hooded merganser. The _ possession 
limit is 10, only 2 of which may be 
hooded mergansers. 

The daily bag and possession limits 
on coots are 15 and 30, respectively. 

As an alternative to conventional 
bag limits for ducks, a 50-day season 
with point-system bag and possession 
limits may be selected by States in the 
Mississippi flyway during the frame- 
work dates prescribed. Point values for 
species and sexes taken are as follows: 
except in closed areas, the canvasback 
counts 100 points; the redhead (except 
in closed areas), female mallard, wood 
duck (except as noted below), black 
duck and hooded merganser count 70 
points each; the pintail, blue-winged 
teal, cinnamon teal, wigeon, gadwall, 
shoveler, scaup, green-winged teal and 
mergansers (except hooded wmer- 
ganser) count 10 points each; the male 
mallard and all other species of ducks 
count 35 points each. The daily bag 
limit is reached when the point value 
of the last bird taken, added to the 
sum of the point values of the other 
birds already taken during that day, 
reaches or exceeds 100 points. The 
possession limit is the maximum 
number of birds which legally could 
have been taken in two days. 

Coots have a point value of zero, but 
the daily bag and possession limits are 
15 and 30, respectively, as under the 
conventional limits. 

Kentucky, Arkansas, Tennessee, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama 
may split their regular duck hunting 
seasons in such a way that a hunting 
season not to exceed nine consecutive 
days may occur between October 1 and 
October 15. During this period, under 
conventional regulations, no special re- 
strictions within the regular daily bag 
and possession limits established for 
the flyway shall apply to wood ducks, 
and under the point system, the point 
value for wood ducks shall be 35 
points. For other species of ducks, 
daily bag and possession limits shall be 
the same as established for the flyway 
* under conventional or point system 
regulations. In addition, the extra 
blue-winged teal option available to 
States in this flyway that select con- 
ventional regulations and do not have 
September teal season may be selected 
during this period. This exception to 
the daily bag and possession limits for 
wood ducks shall not apply to that 
portion of the duck hunting season 
that occurs after October 15. 

In that portion of Louisiana west of 
a boundary beginning at the Arkansas- 
Louisiana border on Louisiana High- 
way 3; then south along Louisiana 
Highway 3 to Shreveport; then east 
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along Interstate 20 to Minden; then 
south along Louisiana Highway 7 to 
Ringgold; then east along Louisiana 
Highway 4 to Jonesboro; then south 
along U.S. Highway 167 to Lafayette; 
then southeast along U.S. Highway 90 
to Houma; then south along the 
Houma Navigation Channel to the 
Gulf of Mexico through Cat Island 
Pass—the season on ducks, coots and 
mergansers may extend five additional 
days, provided that the season opens 
on November 4, 1978. If the five-day 
extension is selected, and if point- 
system regulations are selected for the 
State, point values will be the same as 
for the rest of the State. 

The waterfowl seasons, limits, and 
shooting hours in the Pymatuning 
Reservoir area of Ohio will be the 
same as those selected by Pennsylva- 
nia. The area includes Pymatuning 
Reservoir and that part of Ohio 
bounded on the north by County Road 
306 known as Woodward Road, on the 
west by Pymatuning Lake Road, and 
on the south by U.S. Highway 322. 

Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
Missouri, and Alabama may select 
hunting seasons on ducks, coots and 
mergansers by zones described as fol- 
lows; 


Michigan: North Zone—The Upper Penin- 
sula. South Zone—The Lower Peninsula. 

Illinois: North Zone—That portion of the 
State north of U.S. Highway 50. 

Indiana: South Zone—The remainder of 
Iilinois. North Zone—That portion of Indi- 
ana north of State Highway.18. 

Ohio: South Zone—The remainder of Indi- 
ana. North Zone—That portion of Ohio 
north of Interstate Highway 70. 

Missouri: South Zone—The remainder of 
Ohio. North Zone—That portion of Missouri 
north of a line running easterly from the 
Kansas-Missouri border along U.S. Highway 
160 to the junction of U.S. Highway 60 in 
Springfield, along U.S. Highway 60 to the 
junction of State Highway 21, along State 
Highway 21 to the junction of State High- 
way 34, and along State Highway 34 to the 
Illinois-Missouri border along the Mississip- 
pi River at Cape Girardeau. 

Alabama: South Zone—The remainder of 
Missouri. South Zone—Mobile and Baldwin 
Counties. North Zone—The remainder of Al- 
abama. 


Within each State: (1) the same bag 
limit option must be selected for both 
zones; (2) if a special scaup season is 
selected for a zone, it shall not begin 
until after the regular season closing 
date in that zone; and (3) seasons must 
run continuously within each zone. 

Between October 1, 1978, and Janu- 
ary 20, 1979, States in this flyway, 
except Louisiana, may select 70-day 
seasons on geese, with daily bag and 
possession limits of five geese, to in- 
clude no more than two white-fronted 
geese. Regulations for Canada geese 
are shown below by State. 

Between October 1, 1978, and Febru- 
ary 14, 1978, Louisiana may select 70- 
day seasons on snow (including blue) 
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and white-fronted geese by zones es- 
tablished for duck hunting seasons, 
with daily bag and possession limits of 
five geese, to include no more than 
two white-fronted geese. The season 
on Canada geese is closed in Louisiana. 

In Minnesota, in the: 

(a) Lac Qui Parle Zone—the season 
on Canada geese closes after 45 days 
or when 7,000 birds have been harvest- 
ed, whichever occurs first. The daily 
bag limit is two Canada geese or two 
white-fronted geese, or-one of each; 
the possession limit is four Canada 
and white-fronted geese in the aggre- 
gate, of which no more than two may 
be white-fronted geese. The quota 
zone is that area encompassed by a 
boundary described as follows: Begin- 
ning at Montevideo, then west on U.S. 
Highway 212 to U.S. Highway 75, then 
north on U.S. Highway 75 to State 
Highway 7 at Odessa, then north on 
County State Aid Highway 21, Big 
Stone County, to U.S. Highway 12, 
then east on U.S. Highway 12 to 
County State Aid Highway 17, Swift 
County, then south on County State 
Aid Highway 17 and County State Aid 
Highway 9, Chippewa County, to State 
Highway 40, then east on State High- 
way 40 to State Highway 29, then 
south on State Highway 29 to point of 
beginning at Montevidio. 

(b) Southeastern Zone (same as de- 
scription in 1971)—the season for 
Canada geese may extend for 70 con- 
secutive days. The daily bag limit is 
two Canada geese or two white-fronted 
geese or one of each; the possession 
limit is four Canada and wnite-fronted 
geese in the aggregate, of which no 
more than two may be white-fronted 
geese. : 

(c) Remainder of the State—th 
season on Canada geese may not 
exceed 45 days. The daily bag limit is 
two Canada geese or two white-fronted 
geese or one of each; the possession 
limit is four Canada and white-fronted 
geese in the aggregate, of which no 
more than two may be white-fronted 
geese. 

In Iowa, the season for Canada geese 
may extend for 70 consecutive days. 
The daily bag limit is two Canada 
geese. The possession limit is four 
Canada and white-fronted geese in the 
aggregate, of which no more than two 
may be white-fronted geese. 

In Missouri, in the: 

(a) Swan Lake Zone (same descrip- 
tion as in 1971)—the season on Canada 
geese closes after 70 days or when 
30,000 birds have been harvested, 
whichever occurs first. Through No- 
vember 26, the daily bag limit is one 
Canada goose or two white-fronted 
geese or one of each; the possession 
limit is two Canada and two white- 
fronted geese. After November 26, the 
daily bag limit is two Canada geese or 
two white-fronted geese or one of 
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each; the possession limit is four 
Canada and white-fronted geese in the 
ageregate, of which no more than two 
may be white-fronted geese. 

(bo) Southeastern Area (east of U.S. 
Highway 67 and south of Crystal 
City)—State may select a 45-day 
season on Canada geese between De- 
cember 1, 1978, and January 20, 1979, 
with a daily bag limit of two Canada 
geese or two white-fronted geese or 
one of each; and a possession limit of 
four Canada and white-fronted geese 
in the aggregate, of which no more 
than two may be white-fronted geese. 

(c) Remainder of the State—the 
season on Canada geese may not 
exceed 45 days. The daily bag limit is 
two Canada geese or two white-fronted 
geese or one of each; the possession 
limit is four Canada and white-fronted 
geese in the aggregate, of which no 
more than two may be white-fronted 
geese. 

In Wisconsin, the harvest of Canada 
geese is limited to 50,000. The daily 
bag limit is two Canada goose, two 
white-fronted geese, or one of each; 
the possession limit is two Canada and 
two white-fronted geese, except that 
in the Horicon Zone the possession 
limit for Canada geese is one during 
the first hunting period and two 
thereafter. In the Horicon Zone and 
the East Central Zone, Canada goose 
hunting is restricted to those persons 
holding valid Canada goose hunting 
permits issued by the State. The Hori- 
con Zone is defined as those portions 
of the counties of Fond du Lac, Green 
Lake, Washington, and Dodge en- 
closed by a line beginning at the inter- 
section of County Highway N and 
State Highway 175 in Fond du Lac 
County, then southerly on State High- 
way 175 to its intersection with State 
Highway 33, then westerly on State 
Highway 33 to the city of Beaver Dam, 
then northerly on State Highway 33 
to its intersection with County High- 
way A, then northerly on County 
Highway A to its intersection with 
County Highway S, then easterly on 
County Highway S and continuing 
easterly on County Highway AS to its 
intersection with County Highway E, 
then northerly on County Highway E 
to its intersection with County High- 
way N, then easterly on County High- 
way N to the point of beginning. 

The East Central Zone is defined as 
those portions of Fond du Lac, Winne- 
bago, Green Lake, Marquette, Colum- 
bia, and Dodge Counties enclosed by a 
line beginning in Winnebago County 
at the intersection of State Highway 
21 and U.S. Highway 45, then souther- 
ly on U.S. Highway 45 to its intersec- 
tion with State Highway 175, then 
northerly on State Highway 175 to its 
intersection with County Highway N, 
then westerly on County Highway N 
to its intersection with County High- 
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way E, then southerly on County 
Highway E to its intersection with 
County Highway AS, then westerly on 
County Highway AS and continuing 
westerly on County Highway S to its 
intersection with County Highway A, 
then southerly on County Highway A 
to its intersection with State Highway 
33, then southeasterly on State High- 
way 33 to its intersection with U.S. 
Highway 151, then southwesterly on 
U.S. Highway 151 to its intersection 
with State Highway 73, then northerly 
on State Highway 73 to its intersection 
with State Highway 33, then westerly 
on State Highway 33 to its intersection 
with State Highway 22, then northerly 
on State Highway 22 to its intersection 
with State Highway 23, then north- 
easterly on State Highway 23 to its in- 
tersection with State Highway 49, 
then northerly on State Highway 49 
to its intersection with State Highway 
116, then easterly on State Highway 
116 to State Highway 21, then easterly 
on State Highway 21 to the point of 
beginning. 

In Illinois, the harvest of Canada 
geese is limited to 50,000, with 40,000 
birds allocated to the Southern Illinois 
Zone (same description as in 1971). 
The daily bag limit is two Canada 
geese or two white-fronted geese or 
one of each; the possession limit is 
four Canada and white-fronted geese 
in the aggregate, of which no more 
then two may be white-fronted geese. 
The season on Canada geese may open 
at a later date in the Southern Illinois 
Zone and extend to January 20, 1979, 
or until the Zone’s quota of 40,000 
birds is reached, whichever occurs 
first. 

In Michigan, in the: 

(a) Counties of Baraga, Dickinson, 
Delta, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, 
Keweenaw, Marquette, Menominee, 
and Ontonagon—the daily bag limit is 
two Canada geese or two white-fronted 
geese or one of each; the possession 
limit is two Canada and two white- 
fronted geese. 

(b) Southeastern Canada Goose 
Management Area—(as described in 
1977 Federal regulations and current 
State regulation)—the Canada goose 
season will open with the duck season 
and extend through December 9. 
Through November 14, the daily bag 
limit will be one Canada goose or two 
white-fronted geese or one of each; the 
possession limit is one Canada and two 
white-fronted geese. From November 
15 through December 9, the daily bag 
limit will be two Canada geese or two 
white-fronted geese or one of each; the 
possession limit is two Canada and two 
white-fronted geese. 

(c) Remainder of the State—the 
daily bag limit is one Canada goose or 
two white-fronted geese or one of 
each; the possession limit is one 


Canada goose and two white-fronted 
geese. 

In Ohio, the daily bag limit is two 
Canada geese or two white-fronted 
geese or one of each and the posses- 
sion limit is two Canada and two 
white-fronted geese, except that in the 
counties of Ashtabula, Trumbull, 
Marion, Wyandot, Lucas, Ottawa, Erie, 
Sandusky, Mercer, and Auglaize the 
daily bag limit is one Canada goose or 
two white-fronted geese or one of 
each. 

In Indiana, the daily bag limit is two 
Canada geese or two white-fronted 
geese or one of each; the possession 
limit is two Canada and two white- 
fronted geese. 

In Kentucky, the daily bag limit is 2 
Canada geese or 2 white-fronted geese 
or 1 of each; the possession limit is 4 
Canada and white-fronted geese in the 
ageregate, of which no more than 2 
may be white-fronted geese. In the 
Ballard County Zone (as described in 
1977 Federal regulations and current 
State regulations), the harvest of 
Canada geese is limited to 15,000. 

In Tennessee, the daily bag limit is 1 
Canada goose and the possession limit 
is 2 Canada geese, except in that por- 
tion of the State west of State High- 
way 13, where the daily bag and pos- 
session limits are 2 Canada geese. 

In Mississippi, in the Sardis Reser- 
voir Area (that area encompassed by 
Interstate Highway 55 on the west, 
State Highway 7 on the east, State 
Highway 310 on the north and State 
Highway 6 on the south), the daily 
bag limit is 1 Canada goose and the 
possession limit is 2 Canada geese. In 
the remainder of the State, the season 
on Canada geese is closed. 

In Alabama, the season is closed on 
all geese in the counties of Chambers, 
Henry, Russell and Barbour. Else- 
where in Alabama, the daily bag limit 
is 2 Canada geese or 2 white-fronted 
geese or 1 of each; the possession limit 
is 4 Canada and white-fronted geese in 
the aggregate, of which no more than 
2 may be white-fronted geese. 

In Arkansas, the Canada goose 
season will coincide with the duck 
season, with a daily bag limit of 1 
Canada goose and a possession limit of 
2 Canada geese, except that the season 
on Canada geese is closed in those por- 
tions of the State encompassed by the 
boundaries described as follows: 

1. Beginning at the junction of State 
Highway 139 and the Arkansas-Mis- 
souri border near Monette, then south 
on State Highway 139 to State High- 
way 158, then east on State Highway 
158 to the Arkansas-Tennessee border 
on the Mississippi River near Luxora. 
All Arkansas lands along the Arkan- 
sas-Missouri and Arkansas-Tennessee 
State boundaries within this area are 
included. 
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2. Beginning at the junction of In- 
_ terstate Highway 40 and the Arkansas- 
Tennessee border on the Mississippi 
River, then west on Interstate High- 
way 40 to Interstate Highway 55, then 
north on Interstate Highway 55 to 
State Highway 118, then east on State 
Highway 118 to the Arkansas-Tennes- 
see border on the Mississippi River 
near Pecan Point. All Arkansas lands 
along the Arkansas-Tennessee State 
boundary within this area are includ- 
ed. 

3. Beginning at the junction of U.S. 
Highway 49 and the Arkansas-Missis- 
sippi border near Helena, then west on 
U.S. Highway 49 to U.S. Highway 79, 
then west on U.S. Highway 79 to State 
Highway 33, then south on State 
Highway 33 to State Highway 153, 
then southeasterly on State Highway 
153 to State Highway 1, then east on 
State Highway 1 to State Highway 17, 
then south on State Highway 17 to 
State Highway 44, then west on State 
Highway 44 to County Road 96 at 
Tichnor, then south on County Road 
96 to Arkansas Post Canal Lock No. 2, 
then west along the Arkansas Post 
Canal to the Arkansas River, then 
southeasterly along the Arkansas 
River to the Arkansas-Mississippi 
border. All Arkansas lands along the 
Arkansas-Mississippi State boundary 
within this area are included. 

When it has been determined that 
the quota of Canada geese allotted to 
the Southern Illinois Zone, the Swan 
Lake Zone of Missouri, and the Bal- 
lard County Zone of Kentucky will 
have been filled, the season for taking 
Canada geese in the respective area 
will be closed by the Director upon 
given public notice through local in- 
formation media at least 48 hours in 
advance of the time and date of clos- 
ing. 

Geese taken in Illinois and Missouri 
and in the Kentucky counties of Bal- 
lard, Hickman, Fulton, and Carlisle 
may not be transported, shipped, or 
delivered for transportation or ship- 
ment by common carrier, the Postal 
Service, or by any person except as the 
personal baggage of the hunter taking 
the birds. 


CENTRAL FLYWAY 


Seasons on ducks (including mer- 
gansers) and coots may be selected be- 
tween September 30, 1978, and Janu- 
ary 21, 1979, inclusive, in Central 
flyway States and portions of States. 

The basic season may include no 
more than 60 days and bag limits on 
ducks (including mergansers), singly 
or in the aggregate, are 5 daily and 10 
in possession. The aggregate daily bag 
limit on ducks (including mergansers) 
may include no more than 4 mallards 
of which no more than 1 may be a 
female, 1 hooded merganser, and 2 
wood ducks; and the possession limit 
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may include no more than 8 mallards 
of which no more than 2 may be fe- 
males, 2 hooded mergansers, and 4 
wood ducks. 

The daily bag and possession limits 
on coots are 15 and 30, respectively. 

The daily bag and possession limits, 
except in closed areas, may include no 
more than 1 canvasback or 1 redhead. 
Except in closed areas, canvasbacks 
count 100 points each and redheads 70 
points each under the point system. 
The areas closed to canvasback and 
redhead hunting are: 

North Dakota—that portion lying 
east of State Highway 3, including all 
or portions of 27 counties. 

South Dakota—all of Marshall 
County; that portion of Day County 
east of State Highway 25; that portion 
of Codington County south of State 
Highway 20 and west of U.S. Highway 
81; that portion of Hamlin County 
west of U.S. Highway 81; and that por- 
tion of Kingsbury County east of 
State Highway 25 and north of U.S. 
Highway 14. 

Texas—the counties of Brazoria, 
Chambers, Galveston, Harris, Jeffer- 
son, and Orange. 

As an alternative to conventional 
bag and possession limits for ducks, 
point-system regulations may be se- 
lected for States and portions of 
States in this flyway. The point 
system season length in the High 
Plains Maliard Management Unit is 83 
days Provided, That the last 23 days 
of such season must begin on or after 
December 11, 1978. The High Plains 
Unit, roughly ‘defined as that portion 
of the Central flyway which lies west 
of the 100th meridian, shall be de- 
scribed in State regulations. The 
season length for the Low Plains Unit 
(those portions of North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas not included in 
the High Plains Mallard Management 
Unit) may not exceed 60 days. 

The point values for species and 
sexes taken in the High Plains portion 
of the Central flyway are as follows: 
canvasbacks count 100 points each; 
female mallards, Mexican-like ducks, 
wood ducks, redheads and hooded 
mergansers count 70 points each; blue- 
winged teal, green-winged teal, cinna- 
mon teal, scaup, pintails, gadwalls, wi- 
geons, shovelers, and mergansers 
(except the hooded merganser) count 
10 points each; all other species and 
sexes of ducks count 20 points each. 
The daily bag limit is reached when 
the point value of the last bird taken, 
when added to the sum of the point 
values of other birds already taken 
during that day, reaches or exceeds 
100 points. The possession limit is the 
maximum number of birds which le- 
gally could have been taken in 2 days. 

The point values for species and 
sexes taken in the Low Plains portions 


39293 


of the Central flyway are as follows: 
except in closed areas, canvasbacks 
count 100 points each; female mal- 
lards, wood ducks, redheads (except in 
closed areas) and hooded mergansers 
count 70 points each; blue-winged teal, 
green-winged teal, cinnamon teal, 
scaup, pintails, gadwalls, wigeon, shov- 
elers, and mergansers count 10 points 
each; all other species and sexes of 
ducks count 25 points each. The daily 
bag limit is reached when the point 
value of the last bird taken, when 
added to the sum of the point values 
of other birds already taken during 
that day, reaches or exceeds 100 
points. The possession limit is the 
maximum number of birds which le- 
gally could have been taken in 2 days. 

Coots have a point value of zero, but 
the daily bag and possession limits are 
15 and 30, respectively, as under con- 
ventional limits. 

Those protions of Colorado and Wy- 
oming lying west of the Continenta! 
Divide, that portion of New Mexico 
lying west of the Continental Divide 
plus the entire Jicarilla Apache Indian 
Reservation, and that portion of Mon- 
tana which includes the counties of 
Hill, Chouteau, Cascade, Meagher, and 
Park and all counties west thereof, 
must select open seasons on waterfowl 
and coots in accordance with the 
framework for the Pacific flyway. 

States in this flyway may select 
goose seasons between September 30, 
1978, and January 21, 1979, inclusive. 

In all States in the flyway, the daily 
bag and possession limits may include 
no more than 1 Ross’ goose. 

Montana, Wyoming and Colorado 
may select for the Central flyway por- 
tions seasons of 93 days, with daily bag 
and possession limits of 2 and 4 geese, 
respectively. 

New Mexico (for the Central flyway 
portion) and Texas (for that portion 
west of U.S. Highway 81) may select 
seasons of 93 days with a daily bag 
limit of 5 geese which may include no 
more than 2 dark (Canada and white- 
fronted) geese and a possession limit 
of 5 geese which may include no more 
than 4 dark geese. 

North Dakota, South Dakota, Ne- 
braska, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas 
(for that portion east of U.S. Highway 
81) may select seasons of 86 days for 
light (snow, blue and Ross’) geese and 
seasons of 72 days for dark (Canada 
and white-fronted) geese subject to 
the following: 

Seasons for light and dark geese 
need not be concurrent. 

The daily bag and possession limits 
may not exceed 5 geese during periods 
when such light and dark goose sea- 
sons may be concurrent. 

The daily bag and possession limits 
may include no more than 5 light 
geese. 


FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL. 43, NO. 171—FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1978 








39294 


The daily bag limit may include no 
more than 2 dark geese and the pos- 
session limit may include no more 
than 4 dark geese subjeet to the fol- 
lowing: 

In North Dakota, the daily bag limit 
may include no more than 1 Canada 
goose and 1 white-fronted goose or 2 
white-fronted geese. The possession 
limit may include no more than 2 
Canada or 2 white-fronted geese or 1 
of each. The season on dark geese may 
not extend beyond November 12, 1978. 

In South Dakota, the daily bag limit 
may include no more than 1 Canada 
goose and 1 white-fronted goose and 
the possession limit may include no 
more than 2 Canada geese or 2 white- 
fronted geese or 1 of each. The season 
on dark geese may not extend beyond 
November 26, 1978, in the counties of 
Buffalo, Brule, Campbell, Charles 
Mix, Corson east of South Dakota 
Highway 65, Dewey, Gregory, Hughes, 
Hyde, Lyman, Potter, Stanley, Sully 
and Walworth. 

In Nebraska, the season on dark 
geese may not extend beyond Decem- 
ber 17, 1978. The daily bag limit may 
inelude no more than 1 Canada goose 
and 1 white-fronted goose and the pos- 
session limit may include no more 
than 2 Canada geese or 2 white-front- 
ed geese or 1 of each except that, in 
that portion of the State west of U.S. 
Highway 183, prior to November 20, 
the daily bag limit may include no 
more than 2 Canada geese and the 
possession limit no more than 4 
Canada geese. 

In Kansas, the season on dark geese 
may not extend beyond December 24, 
1978. The daily bag limit may include 
no more than 1 Canada and 1 white- 
fronted goose and the possession limit 
may include no more than 2 Canada 
geese or 2 white-fronted geese or 1 of 
each. 

In the Oklahoma counties of Alfalfa, 
Bryan, Johnston, and Marshall, the 
State may select either: 

(a) A season of 72 days with a daily 
bag limit of no more than 1 Canada 
goose and 1 white-fronted goose, and a 
possession limit of no more than 2 
Canada geese or 2 white-fronted geese 
or 1 of each. 


OR 


(b) A season of 53 days (within the 
72-day period selected for the remain- 
der of the State) with a daily bag limit 
of no more than 2 Canada geese or 1 
Canada goose and 1 white-fronted 
goose, and a possession limit of no 
more than 2 Canada geese and 2 
white-fronted geese or 1 of each. 

In the remainder of Oklahoma, the 
daily bag limit may include no more 
than 2 Canada geese or 1 Canada 
goose and 1 white-fronted goose and 
the possession limit no more than 2 
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Canada geese or 2 white-fronted geese 
or 1 or each. 

In that portion of Texas east of U.S. 
Highway 81, the State may select 
either: 

(a) A season of 72 days with a daily 
bag limit of no more than 1 Canada 
goose or 1 white-fronted goose and a 
possession limit of no more than 2 
Canada geese or 2 white-fronted geese 
or 1 of each. 


OR 


(b) A season of 64 consecutive days 
commencing no earlier than November 
18, 1978, with a daily bag limit of no 
more than 1 Canada goose and 1 
white-fronted goose and a possession 
limit of no more than 2 Canada geese 
or 2 white-fronted geese or 1 of each. 

Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Texas, and Wyoming may 
select a sandhill crane season with 
daily bag and possession limits of 3 


and 6, respectively, within a Septem-. 


ber 30, 1978-January 31, 1979, frame- 
work as follows: 

(a) 37 consecutive days from Septem- 
ber 30 through November 5, 1978, in 
the Central flyway portion of Colora- 
do except the San Luis Valley area. 

(b) 93 consecutive days between Oc- 
tober 21, 1978, and January 31, 1979, 
in the New Mexico counties of Chaves, 
Curry, De Baca, Eddy, Lea, Quay, and 
Roosevelt, and in that portion of 
Texas west of a boundary from the 
Oklahoma border along U.S. Highway 
287 to U.S. Highway 87 at Dumas, 
along U.S. Highway 87 (including all 
of Howard and Lynn Counties) to U.S. 
Highway 277 at San Angelo, and along 
U.S. Highway 277 to the International 
Toll Bridge in Del Rio. 

(c) 58 consecutive days on or after 
November 25, 1978, in that portion of 
Oklahoma west of U.S. Highway 81, 
and in that portion of Texas east of a 
boundary from the Oklahoma border 
along U.S. Highway 287 to U.S. High- 
way 87 at Dumas, then along U.S. 
Highway 87 to San Angelo, and west 
of a line running north from San 
Angelo along U.S. Highway 277 to Abi- 
lene, along State Highway 351 to 
Albany, along U.S. Highway 283 to 
Vernon, and then along U.S. Highway 
183 east to the Oklahoma border. 

(d) 37 consecutive days, to open with 


the goose season, in all of the Central - 


flyway portion of Montana except 
Sheridan County and that area south 
and west of Interstate Highway 90 and 
the Big Horn River. 

(e) 30 consecutive days beginning on 
or after October 7, 1978, in Platte and 
Goshen Counties, Wyo. r 

All persons hunting sandhill cranes 
in the above designated areas of the 
Central flyway must obtain and pos- 
sess valid Federal permits issued by 
the appropriate State conservation 


agency on an equitable basis without 
charge. 

Emergency closures of hunting sea- 
sons will be considered whenever por- 
tions of either the Gray’s Lake ‘or 
Aransas flocks of whooping cranes are 
found in areas where there is risk to 
their taking by hunters. 


PaciFric FLYWAY 


Between September 30, 1978, and 
January 21, 1979, concurrent 93-day 
seasons on ducks, mergansers, coots, 
and gallinules may be selected in Pa- 
cific flyway States and portions of 
States, except as subsequently noted. 
Basic daily bag and possession limits 
on ducks are 7 and 14, respectively. 

No more than 2 redheads or 2 can- 
vasbacks or 1 of each may be taken 
daily and no more than 4 singly or in 
the aggregate may be possessed. 

In designated areas of Arizona and 
that portion of New Mexico lying 
within the Pacific flyway, the daily 
bag and possession limits on hen mal- 
lards and Mexican-like ducks, either 
singly or in the aggregate, shall be 2 
and 4, respectively. These areas are: 

That portion of Cochise County, 
Ariz., lying south and east of the 
boundary described as follows: 

Interstate Highway 10 from the New 
Mexico-Arizona border west to 
Benson, south on U.S. Highway 80 to 
the San Pedro River, and south along 
the San Pedro River to the US.- 
Mexico border. 

That portion of New Mexico lying 
south and west of the boundary de- 
scribed as follows: 

Interstate Highway 10 from the New 
Mexico-Arizona border east to the 
Continental Divide, then south along 
the Continental Divide to the U.S.- 
Mexico border. 

The daily bag and possession limits 
on mergansers are 5 and 10, respective- 
ly, of which no more than 1 daily and 
2 in possession may be hooded mer- 
gansers. 

The daily bag and possession limits 
on coots and gallinules are 25 singly or 
in the aggregate. 

Waterfowl season dates for the Colo- 
rado River Zone of California must co- 
incide with season dates selected by 
Arizona for waterfowl. Waterfowl 
season dates for the Northeastern 
Zone (formerly designated as the Tule 
Lake Area) of California must coincide 
with season dates selected by Oregon 
for waterfowl. 

For the Southern Zone of California 
formerly identified as that portion of 
the State lying south of the Teha- 
chapi Mountains and west of the Colo- 
rado River Zone (as described in Title 
14 California Fish and Game Code, 
Section 502), the State may designate 
season dates differing from those in 
the remainder of the State. 
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For Nevada, county of Clark, the 
State may designate season dates for 
waterfowl differing from those in the 
remainder of the State. 

In the Idaho counties of Ada, Ban- 
nock, Benewah, Blaine, Bonner, 
Boundary, Camas, Canyon, Cassia, 
Elmore, Gem, Gooding, Jerome, Koo- 
tenai, Latah, Lewis, Lincoln, Minidoka, 
Nez Perce, Owyhee, Payette, Power, 
Shoshone, Twin Falls, Washington, 
and that portion of Bingham County 
lying outside the Blackfoot Reservoir 
drainage; the Oregon counties of 
Baker, Gilliam, Malheur, Morrow, 
Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, 
and Wasco; and in Washington all 
areas lying east of the summit of the 
Casacade Mountains and east of the 
Big White Salmon River in Klickitat 
County (all formerly identified as the 
Columbia Basin Area for ducks), be- 
tween September 30, 1978, and Janu- 
ary 21, 1979, the season lengths for 
ducks, mergansers, coots and galli- 
nules may be 100 days with ail seasons 
to run concurrently. 

Between September 30, 1978, and 
January 21, 1979, 93-day seasons on 
geese may be selected in States or por- 
tions of States in this flyway, except 
as subsequently noted. The basic daily 
bag and possession limits are 6, pro- 
vided, that the daily bag limit includes 
no more than 3 snow geese and 3 geese 
of the dark species (Canada and white- 
fronted); the daily bag and possession 
limits are proportionately reduced in 
those areas where special restrictions 
apply to Canada geese. The daily bag 
and possession limits may include no 
more than 1 Ross’ goose. The season 
on Ross’ goose, if any, must be the 
same as that on snow geese. In Wash- 
ington and Idaho, the daily bag and 
possession limits are 3 and 6 geese, re- 
spectively. ; 

The season is closed on the Aleutian 
Canada goose. 

Three areas in California, described 
as follows, are restricted to the hunt- 
ing of Canada geese in order to protect 
the Aleutian Canada goose for which 
no hunting is allowed: 

(1) In the counties of Del Norte and 
Humboldt there will be no open season 
on Canada geese during the 1978-79 
waterfowl hunting season. 

(2) In the Sacramento Valley in the 
area described as follows: beginning at 
Willows in Glenn County proceeding 
south on Interstate Highway 5 to the 
junction with Hahn Road north of Ar- 
buckle in Colusa County; then easterly 
on Hahn Road and the Grimes-Ar- 
buckle Road to Grimes on the Sacra- 
mento River; then south on the Sacra- 
mento River to the Tisdale By-pass; 
then easterly on the Tisdale By-pass 
to where it meets O’Banion Road; 
then easterly on O’Banion Road to 
State Highway 99; then northerly on 
State Highway 99 to its junction with 
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the Gridley-Colusa Highway in Grid- 
ley in Butte County; then westerly on 
the Gridley-Colusa Highway to its 
junction with the River Road; then 
northerly on the River Road to the 
Princeton Ferry; then westerly across 
the Sacramento River to State High- 
way 45; then northerly on State High- 
way 45 to its junction with State High- 
way 162; then continuing northerly on 
State Highway 45-162 to Glenn; then 
westerly on State Highway 162 to the 
point of beginning in Willows, the 
hunting season for taking Canada 
geese will not open until December 14, 
1978, and will then continue to the 
end of the 1978-79 waterfowl hunting 
season. 

(3) In the San Joaquin Valley in the 
area described as follows: beginning at 
Modesto in Stanislaus County pro- 
ceeding west on State Highway 132 to 
the junction of Interstate 5; then 
southerly on Interstate 5 to the junc- 
tion of State Highway 152 in Merced 
County; then easterly on State High- 
way 152 to the junction of State High- 
way 59; then northerly on State High- 
way 59 to the junction of State High- 
way 99 at Merced; then northerly and 
westerly to the point of beginning; the 
hunting season for taking Canada 
geese will close on November 23, 1978. 

Emergency closures may be invoked 
for all Canada geese should Aleutian 
Canada goose distribution patterns or 
other circumstances justify such ac- 
tions. 

In the Washington counties of 
Adams, Benton, Douglas, Franklin, 
Grant, Kittitas, Klickitat, Lincoln, 
Walla, and Yakima, and in the Oregon 
counties of Gilliam, Morrow, Sher- 
man, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, and 
Wasco, the goose season may be of 100 
days duration and must run concur- 
rently with the duck season; and the 
bag limits for geese are to be the same 
as in the general goose season in their 
respective States. 

In that portion of Idaho lying west 
of the line formed by U.S. Highway 93 
north from the Nevada border to Sho- 
shone, thence northerly on Idaho 
State Highway 75 (formerly U.S. High- 
way 93) to Challis, thence northerly 
on US. Highway 93 to the Montana 
border (except Boundary, Bonner, 
Kootenai, Benewah, Shoshone, Latah, 
Nez Perce, Lewis, Clearwater and 
Idaho Counties); in the Oregon coun- 
ties of Baker and Malheur; and in that 
portion of Montana and Wyoming in 
the Pacific flyway, the daily bag and 
possession limit is 2 Canada geese and 
the season on Canada geese may not 
extend beyond January 1, 1979. 

In that portion of Idaho lying east 
of the line formed by U.S. Highway 93 
north from the Nevada border to Sho- 
shone, thence northerly on Idaho 
State Highway 75 (formerly U.S. High- 
way 93) to Challis, thence northerly 
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on U.S. Highway 93 to the Montana 
border; in that portion of Colorado in 
the Pacific flyway; in Utah except 
Washington County, the daily bag and 
possession limits are 2 Canada geese, 
and the season on Canada geese may 
be no more than 72 days and may not 
extend beyond December 24, 1978. 

For Nevada the State may experi- 
mentally designate season dates on 
geese in Clark County and on geese in 
Elko County and that portion of 
White Pine County within. Ruby Lakes 
National Wildlife Refuge differing 
from those in the remainer of the 
State. The daily bag and possession 
limits are 2 Canada geese throughout 
the State. 

In Arizona, except in the counties of 
Mohave and Yuma; in that portion of 
New Mexico in the Pacific flyway; in 
Clark County, Nev.; in Washington 
County, Utah; and in the Southern 
Zone, except that portion in California 
Department of Fish and Game Dis- 
trict 22, of California, the season on 
Canada geese may be no more than 72 
days. The daily bag and possession 
limit is 2 Canada geese and the season 
on Canada geese may not extend 
beyond January 21, 1979. 

In California, the balance of Califor- 
nia Fish and Game District 22 in the 
Southern Zone (that portion of Dis- 
trict 22 lying outside the Colorado 
River Zone), the daily bag limit is 1 
Canada goose with 2 in possession and 
the season on Canada geese may be no 
more than 72 days and may not 
extend beyond January 7, 1979. 

In the Arizona counties of Mohave 
and Yuma and in the Colorado River 
Zone of California, the seasons on 
Canada geese may be no more than 72 
days and may not extend beyond Jan- 
uary 7, 1979. The daily bag and posse- 
sion limits on Canada geese are 2 and 
2, respectively, in these areas. The 
season on geese in the Colorado River 
Zone of California must coincide with 
that selected by Arizona. 

In the Washington counties of 
Island, Skagit, Snohomish, and What- 
com, the seasons on snow geese may 
not extend beyond January 1, 1979; 
and the daily bag and possession limits 
on snow geese are 2 and 4 respectively. 

In the Oregon counties of Lake and 
Klamath and in the Northeastern 
Zone of California, the daily bag and 
possession limits on snow geese shall 
be 1 and 1, respectively, during the 
framework period from September 30, 
1978, to November 9, 1978, and 3 and 3, 
respectively, during the period Novem- 
ber 10, 1978, to January 21, 1979. In 
that portion of California lying north 
of Interstate Highway 80, except the 
Northeastern Zone, the daily bag and 
possession limits on snow geese shall 
be 3 and 3, respectively, during the 
framework period from September 30, 
1978, to December 25, 1978, and 1 and 


FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL. 43, NO. 171—FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1978 








39296 


1, respectively, during the period De- 
cember 26, 1978, to January 21, 1979. 


Between October 21, 1978, and Feb- 
ruary 21, 1979, States in this flyway 
may select an open season on black 
brant of 93 days with daily bag and 
possession limits of 4 and 8 brant, re- 
spectively. 


In Utah, Nevada, and Montana, an 
open season for taking a limited 
number of whistling swans may be se- 
lected subject to the following condi- 
tions: (a) the season must run concur- 
rently with the duck season; (b) in 
Utah, no more than 2,500 permits may 
be issued, authorizing each permittee 
to take 1 whistling swan; (c) in 
Nevada, ‘no more than 500 permits 
may be issued, authorizing each per- 
mittee to take 1 whistling swan in 
Churchill County; (d) in Montana, no 
more than 500 permits may be issued 
authorizing each permittee to take 1 
whistling swan in Teton County; (e) 
permits and correspondingly num- 
bered metal locking seals must be 
issued by the appropriate State con- 
servation agency on an equitable basis 
without charge. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


For all States entirely in the Pacific 
flyway, open seasons on common snipe 
must coincide with the duck season lo- 
cally in effect. For other States par- 
tially within the Pacific flyway sea- 
sons between September 1, 1978, and 
February 28, 1979, and not to exceed 
93 days, may be selected. The daily 
bag and possession limits are 8 and 16, 
respectively. Any State may split its 
snipe season without penalty. 


SPECIAL FaLCONRY FRAMEWORKS 


Falconry is a permitted means of 
taking migratory game birds in any 
State. 

Any State listed in 50 CFR 21.29(k) 
as meeting Federal falconry standards 
may select an extended season for 
taking migratory game birds in accord- 
ance with the following: 


1. Seasons must fall within the regular 
season framework dates and, if offered, 
other special season framework dates for 
hunting. 

2. Season lengths for all permitted meth- 
ods of hunting within a given area may not 
exceed 107 days for any species. 

3. Hunting hours shall not exceed % hour 
before sunrise to sunset. 


4. Falconry daily bag and possession limits 
for all permitted migratory game birds shall 
not exceed 3 and 6 birds, respectively, singly 
or in the aggregate, during both regular 
hunting seasons and extended falconry sea- 
sons. 

5. Each State selecting extended seasons 
shall report to the Service the results of the 
special falconry season by March 15, 1979. 

6. Each State selecting the special season 
must inform the Service of the season dates 
and publish said regulations. 


General hunting regulations, includ- 
ing seasons, hours, and limits, apply to 
falconry in each State listed in 50 CFR 
21.29(k) which does not select an ex- 
tended falconry season. 


Economic Impact REVIEW 


The Service has determined that 
this document does not contain a 
major action requiring preparation of 
an economic impact statement under 
Executive Order 11949 and OMB Cir- 
cular A-107. 


Dated: August 29, 1978. 


~Lynw A. GREENWALT, 
Director, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 


(FR Doc. 78-24685 Filed 8-31-78; 8:45 am] 
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